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WEEKLY   STATION  REPORTS 

OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 

DRY   LAND  AGRICULTURE  INVESTIGATIONS 

BUREAU  OF  PLANT  INDUSTRY 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NOV   V  1925 


REPORT  FOR  WEEK  ENDING  NOVEMBER  7,  1925. 


HUNTLEY: 

No  field  work  has  "been  done  during  the  past  week  as  the  ground  is 
still  too  wet  from  continued  light  rains  and  snows  to  permit  hauling  of 
corn  fodder  from  the  plats  to  the  scales.    Weighing  up  of  the  corn  fodder 
is  the  only  field  work  remaining  uncompleted  on  the  Dry-Land  fields  at 
this  station. 

Inspection  of  winter  wheat  and  rye  sown  on  the  plats  chows  the 
seed  to  he  in  ahout  the  3ame  condition  that  it  was  last  week.    Many  of  the 
kernels  are  sprouted  hut  practically  nothing  has  cone  through  the  ground 
as  yet.    Farmers  report  thin  stands  of  wheat  coming  up  and  in  some  cases  a 
partial  loss  of  stand  due  to  drought  affecting  plantings  made  early  in  the 
fall.    The  seed  was  germinated  by  light  rains  hut  there  was  insufficient 
moisture  in  the  soil  to  carry  on  the  growth. 

Maximum  temperature  45,  minimum  21;  precipitation  .35  inch. 

SHERIDAN: 

Rather  mild  winter  weather  prevailed  over  the  most  of  the  week. 
More  snow  fell  the  first  part  of  the  week,  hut  the  last  three  days  have 
"been  clear  with  temperatures  above  freezing  each  day. 

The  remainder  of  the  soy  hean3  and  cow  peas  and  all  of  the  sorgo 
were  hauled  during  the  week,  and  placed  inside  where  they  may  dry  without 
danger  of  further  moisture.    Drying  is  very  slow,  however. 

Maximum  temperature  41,  minimum  10;  precipitation  .24  inch. 

MANDAN: 

Agronomy 

The  past  week  has  "been  mostly  cloudy  and  cold.    The  past  two  days 
have  "been  clear. 

Corn  in  the  rotations  and  varieties  was  shredded  during  the  week. 
The  yield  in  the  rotations  will  run  from  about  22  to  37  bushels  to  the 
acre.    The  average  will,  no  doubt,  be  around  30  bushels  to  the  acre.  Husk- 
ing corn  in  the  feed  field  has  been  started. 

Maximum  temperature  59,  minimum    -2;  precipitation  0. 
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Llandan,  continued: 

Cooperative  Grazing  Experiment 

Professor  Shepperd,  from  the  Agricultural  College,  was  out  one  day 
during  the  week*    While  here  he  made  arrangements  for  the  cattle  that  will 
"be  used  next  season  in  the  grazing  experiment.    They  will  be  wintered  on 
the  river  "bottom  near  Mandan. 

Horticulture 


The  ground  thawed  out  in  the  fore  part  of  the  week,  and  fall 
plowing  in  the  gardens  was  completed,  raspberries  and  grapes  were  covered 
and  seeds  were  planted,  and  a  few  trees  pulled  out.    Pall  mulching  of 
seedbeds  and  trees  is  now  in  progress.    Tomato  seed  has  been  gathered  in 
packages  and  stored  for  the  winter. 

Arbo  r  i  cul ture 


All  of  the  outdoor  work  in  connection  with  the  Shelterbelt  project 
has  been  completed.    Work  has  now  started  on  assembling  the  data  for  the 
annual  report. 

» 

BELLE  FOURCHE: 

The  week  has  been  cold  for  the  most  part,  with  a  few  light  snows. 
The  amount  of  precipitation  has  been  small,  however,  and  the  snow  from  one 
flurry  usually  disappeared  before  the  next  snow  came.    The  Weather  Bureau 
iSjecasts  for  this  section  have  certainly  been  wide  of  the  mark.    We  have 
nad  five  snows  within  the  past  two  weeks,  and  each  one  occurred  on  a  day 
when  fair  weather  was  forecast..      On  several  occasions  where  snow  was 
forecasted  the  weather  has  been  fair. 

The  last  of  the  corn  was  dry  enough  for  final  weight  this  week. 
The  average  yield  was  9.0  bushels  per  acre.    As  is  usual  in  dry  years  the 
summer  fallow  plat  produced  the  highest  yield.    This  was  25.4  bushels  per 
acre.    The  lowest  yield  was  34.4  bushels  on  Rotation  42. 

Maximum  temperature  55,  minimum  17;  precipitation  .13  inch. 

ARCHER: 

The  weather  has  brightened  up  to  some  extent  and  there  have  been 
s  few  clear  days  but  due  to  molting  snow  and  frozen  soil  the  little  re- 
maining field  work  could  not  be  accomplished.    The  sunflowers  reserved  for 
Seed  were  headed  and  the  heads  stored  in  the  dining  room  of  the  mess  hall. 
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Archer,  continued: 

liost  of  the  winter's  coal  has  "been  hauled.    Considerable  time  has 
"been  spent  with  sick  cattle.    The  herd  hull  and  one  of  the  "better  grade 
cows  were  lost  "by  the  ravages  of  hemorrhagic  septicemia.    The  remainder  of 
the  herd  have  "been  vaccinated  and  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  no  more  trouble 
with  this  disease. 

Maximum  temperature    51,  minimum  17;  precipitation  .03  inch. 

AKROJTJ 

Another  snow  early  in  the  week  has  li.iited  the  scope  of  field 
activities.    Fencing  and  odd  jobs  about  the  grounds  and  buildings  held 
attention.    The  sorghum  nursery  was  threshed  today. 

Winter  wheat  is  just  showing  through  the  ground.    The  corn  stover 
and  the  forage  variety  sorgos  and  sorghums  will  be  hauled  and  weighted 
at  the  first  opportunity.    Should  weather  remain  favorable  an  opportunity 
is  promised  the  next  week.To<*ayit  is  threatening  rain  or  snow. 
Maximum  temperature  6o,  minimum  11;  precipitation  .31  inch. 

GARDEN  CITY: 

A  slow  steady  rain  started  falling  Friday  and  by  Saturday  morning 
had  changed  to  snow.    The  snow  was  accompanied  by  a  heavy  north  wind  which 
drifted  it  quite  badly,    nost  east  and  west  roads  are  impassable  because 
of  high  drifts.    The  total  precipitation  for  the  two  days  was  .94  of  an 
inch,  most  of  which  soaked  into  the  soil. 

The  snow  will,  no  doubt,  delay  threshing  of  the  sorghums  for  some 
time  as  it  is  banked  high  around  the  shocks. 

DALHAHT  : 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  favorable  weather  prevailed. 
The  weather  was  quite  cold  during  the  early  morning  but  warmed  up  consider- 
ably during  the  days.    Friday  morning  was  stormy,  a  slow  rain  starting 
soon  after  daylight  and  continuing  at  intervals  until  about  2:30  p.m.  At 
this  time  the  weather  cleared  somewhat  for  about  three  hours  then  a  mist 
settled  and  continued  until  about  dark.    The  total  precipitation  for  the 
day  was  approximately  a  quarter  inch. 
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Dalhart,  continued: 

During  the  week  odd  jobs  were  taken  care  of.    This  included  some 
necessary  repair  work,  work  on  fences,  digging  post  holes  and  setting  posts 
and  wrapping  the  trees  in  the  orchard,  trees  in  the  varietal  planting  and 
the  canes  in  the  vineyard.    This  wrapping  of  the  grapes  and  trees  was  done 
at  this  tine  in  order  to  prevent  rabbit  damage.    In  some  few  instances  the 
jack  rabbits  had  started  Fork  on  the  trees.    No  damage  was  noticed  in  the 
vineyard.    No  particular  damage,  however,  was  done  to  the  trees  since  the 
rabbit  work  was  confined  to  sprouts. 

Everything  is  in  readiness  for  starting  the  heading  in  the  increase 
field  of  milo.    This  will  require  a  few  days  and  as  soon  as  it  is  completed, 
threshing  will  "be  started.    It  is  hoped  that  most  of  the  threshing  can  he 
disposed  of  within  the  next  two  weeks. 

TUCUIICARI : 

The  week  has  been  favorable  for  field  work,  and  heading  of  most 
increase  crops  was  completed,  while  49  plats  of  rotation  kafir  and  milo  and 
early  date  plats  were  threshed.    Threshing  included  twenty  3/l0  acre 
rotation  milo  plats,  while  thirteen  of  these  have  been  fanned,  the  average 
yield  being  20.2  bushels  per  acre.    This  was  much  higher  than  was  estimated 
and  it  is  probable  the  average  of  all  rotation  and  M.  C.  milo  will  approach 
18  bushels,  or  several  bushels  more  than  it  seemed  probable  these  short, 
poorly  filled,  bird  injured  plats  would  yield. 

If  the  weather  remains  pleasant  the  coming  week,  the  remainder  of 
the  rotation  and  M.  C.  kafir,  some  of  the  spacing  plats,  and  early  date 
plats  will  be  threshed,  while  a  large  amount  of  fanning  will  be  done. 

The  writer  accompanied  a  large  party  to  the  proposed  dam  site  on 
the  Canadian  River  yesterday,  returning  this  date.    The  river  passes  between 
high  cliffs,  where  it  seems  possible  to  build  a  dam  from  20C  to  500  feet 
high,  depending  upon  the  scope  of  the  enterprise.    Hew  Mexico  is  vitally 
interested  in  this  project,  for  it  would  make  possible  the  irrigating  of 
probably  200  to  500  square  miles  of  farm  land.    Oklahoms  and  Texas  are 
interested  in  the  flood  control  and  prevention  phase.    About  twenty  cars 
made  the  trip  and  aside  from  about  thirty  or  forty  men  from  Quay  County 
there  were  present  the  Reclamation  Commissioner  of  Oklahoma,  a  state  engineer 
from  Texas,  Superintendent  Murphy,  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
three  of  the  company  engineers.    The  party  also  included  for.  Hugh  William*, 
Chairman  of  the  New  iiexico  Station  Corporation  Commission,  several  New 
i.exico  engineers,  and  a  party  of  fifteen  Las  Vegas  business  men. 
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Tucumcari,  continued: 

A  surveying  party  has  "been  working  near  the  proposed  dam  for 
some  time  and  the  preliminary  survey  will  be  completed  within  a  few  months. 
It  is  then  planned  to  submit  the  proposed  plan  to  Congress. 

Maximum  temperature  69,  minimum  25;  precipitation  .04  inch. 

Average  hourly  wind  velocity,  4.9  miles. 

BIG  SPRING: 

The  thermometer  dropped  to  28  on  October  28,  which  is  the  lowest 
recorded  this  season.    Little  or  no  damage  was  done  at  this  time  to  field 
crops,  but  two  nights  later  a  heavy  frost  occurred  which  killed  everything. 
This  is  the  earliest  date  on  which  killing    frost  has  occurred  in  this 
section  for  a  good  many  years. 

Considerable  damage  was  done  to  the  late  feed  that  had  not  matured; 
this  frost  coming  more  than  two  weeks  before  the  normal  period  will  prevent 
the  late  cotton  from  opening. 

All  of  the  varieties  and  date  were  headed  and  the  stalks  bound. 
The  kafir  in  the  rotations  was  cut  and  most  of  the  milo  plats  headed.  The 
third  cutting  of  Sudan  grass  in  an  increase  field  was  made;  the  grass  was 
so  short  that  it  was  necessary  to  mow  it. 

Mr.  Parr,  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  the 
Texas  Experiment  Station,  were  here  November  1  and  2.    During  this  time 
forty-five  head  of  calves  were  selected  for  the  feeding  work  this  winter. 
These  calves  will  be  delivered  to  the  station  within  the  next  few  days. 
The  test  this  winter  is  to  be  the  same  as  that  which  has  been  conducted  here 
for  the  past  two  winters . 

Maximum  temperature  78,  minimum  28;  precipitation  .35  inch. 

W00DV/AKD  i 

The  weather  for  the  first  part  of  the  week  was  ideal  for  field  work, 
but  it  has  been  raining  almost  continuously  during  the  last  two  days.  The 
precipitation  for  this  two-day  rain  totals  1.87  inches,  and  it  is  still 
cloudy  and  blustry,  with  some  evidence  of  fine  snow  now  and  then.     This  is 
the  largest  and  best  rain  we  have  had  for  several  months,  and  coming  slow 
and  steady  as  it  did,  was  practically  all  absorbed  by  the  soil  as  fast  as 
it  fell.     Crops  such  as  wheat,  rye,  and  barley  r/ill  now  go  into  the  winter 
in  fine  condition. 
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Woodward,  continued: 

work  at  the  station  this  week  consisted  of  stacking  broomcorn 
and  milo  fodder,  and  harvesting  a  considerable  amount  of  the  Cereal  project 
crops.    The  varietal  corn  was  husked.    Also,  the  date -of -pi anting  test  of 
cotton  was  weighed  to  determine  the  yield  of  seed  cotton,  which  is  as 
follows: 


COTTON    DATB-0  F-PLANT I NG-  TEST 


Variety 

May  11 

May  20 

June  1 

June  10 

June  20 

Total 

Ave. 

Acala 

38.9  lb. 

39.2  lb. 

25.5  lb. 

13.9  lb. 

.4 

79. 6# 

26. 5# 

Ivlebane 

32.6 

19.8 

10.2 

62.6 

20,9 

Oklahoma  44 

37.3 

27.7 

16.1 

81.1 

27.0 

Burnett 

39.2 

38.4 

28.0 

18.2 

.7 

94.6 

31.5 

Trice 

35.8 

23.8 

16.9 

76.5 

25.5 

Half  &  Half 

37.4 

21.2 

11.6 

70.2 

23.4 

Total 

220.7 

147.0 

86.9 

Average 

36.8 

24.5 

14.5 

Yield  of  seed  cotton  from  .04  acre  plats. 

Maximum  temperature  70,  minirauo:25;  precipitation  1.87  inches. 
Average  hourly  wind  velocity  5.2  miles. 
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WEEKLY    STATION  REPORTS 

OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 

DRY  LAND   AGRICULTURE  INVESTIGATIONS 

BUREAU  OF  PLANT  INDUSTRY 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

NOV  14  1925 


REPORT  FOR  WEEK  ENDIilG  EOVEM33R  14,  1925. 


HUNTLEY: 

Fair  weather  throughout  the  week  has  dried  the  ground  sufficiently 
to  permit  the  hauling  and  reighing  of  corn  fodder  which  job  v.ras  completed 
or.  the  Dry-Land  project  today.    While  the  yields  from  the  various  plats 
have  not  yet  "been  calculated  it  is  anticipated  that  the  returns  from  the 
corn  crop  this  season  will  "be  the  smallest  received  since  1821  and  one 
of  the  lowest  average  yields  in  the  history  of  the  station. 

With  the  advent  ©f  favorable  weather  farmers  have  he gun  plowing 
again  as  the  ground  is  not  yet  frozen.    Threshing  of  "beans  has  also  been 
resumed  in  many  sections. 

Uaximum  temperature  55,  minimum  21;  precipitation  0. 

SKERIDau  : 

Mostly  fair  weather,  although  with  some  cloudiness,  continued 
through  the  reek.    One  light  snowfall  was  recorded.     Temperatures  have 
been  above  freezing  every  day,  but  only  on  two  d.->ys  did  any  thawing  take 
place  in  shaded  areas;    The  sno^  has  disappeared  very  slowly,  and  drying 
also  has  "been  slow.    Stuff  "brought  in  from  the  field  and  placed  under 
shelter  has  dried  some,  but  it  is  difficult  to  tell  when  weights  may  be 
secured.    V>ith  a  few  iV:ore  drying  days,  corn  stover  in  the  field  may  he 
hauled  and  weighed,  but  such  a  condition  is  very  uncertain. 

Maximum  temperature  48,  minimum  15;  precipitation  .02  inch. 

DICKIFS0I7: 

Mild  weather  continued  through  the  '"cek  without  any  precipitation. 
...iost  ail  outside  work  has  buen  completed.    Cleaning  and  grading  of  seed 
was  started.    Over  1000  pounds  of  crested  rheat  grass  seed  was  cleaned 
and  prepared  for  sale. 

Samples  of  wheat  grov-n  on  the  tillage  and  rotation  plats  were 
sent  to  the  Cereal  Chemist,  Forth  Dakota  Experiment  Station,  for  a 
determination  of  the  protein  content. 

Stand  counts  are  being  made  of  the  winter  vheat  nursery.  Because 
of  the  dry  soil,  fall  seeded  grain  emerged  very  slov/ly,  hut  the  stands 
are  now  fairly  good,  although  the  growth  is  short. 
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Dickinson,  continued: 

'The  final  sampling  showed  the  soil  to  he  very  dry  on  stubble  with 
only  a  fair  amount  of  water  in  the  fallow  plats.    Compared  with  a  year  ago, 
conditions  are  not  so  favorable  for  the  "next  year"  crop.  Precipitation 
to  November  1  this  year  amounts  to  11.51  inches,  or  3.14  inches  below  the 
average  for  the  10  months. 

Governor  A.  G.  Sorlie  visited  the  station  November  9. 

I.IALTDAN : 

Agronomy 


The  past  week  has  been  clear  and  pleasant  for  the  most  part.  The 
last  couple  of  days  have  been  cloudy. 

Corn  husking  in  the  feed  field  was  continued  during  the  week.  Field 
work  is  practically  completed  for  the  season. 

Maximum  temperature  59,  minimum  3;  precipitation  0. 

Horticulture 


Young  trees  and  shrubs  in  the  field,  seed  beds,  and  heeled-in  trees, 
have  been  mulched  for  the  winter.    Whitewash  has  been  applied  to  rows  of 
trees  in  the  pruning  experiment  planned  to  receive  that  treatment.  All 
trees  and  bushes  in  tubs  have  been  removed  to  the  root  cellar  where  they 
are  ;.cept  until  February.    This  virtually  completes  field  work  for  the  year, 
as  the  ground  is  frozen  too  much  to  permit  tree  pulling. 

A  rain  at  this  time  would  probably  be  of  considerable  benefit  to 
trees  and  shrubs,  as  the  soil  is  comparatively  dry. 

Arboriculture 


Plowing  of  all  shelterbelt  nursery  fields  has  been  completed  this 
week.    Work  has  been  started  computing  average  height  measurements  of  Specie 
Testing  blocks  and  Combinations. 

ARCHER: 

The  fore  part  of  the  v:eck  was  f^vorrble  for  field  work  during  which 
time  the  remainder  of  the  Dry-Lma  plats  were  plowed  and  the  last  of  the 
wheat  and  flax  was  threshed. 
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Arch  e  r ,  c  o  n  t  i nued : 

The  gathering  of  corn  was  in  progress  when  the  storm  v/hich  occurred 
Thursday  afternoon  and  night  put  a  stop  to  this  work.  Field  work  remaining 
to  be  done  consists  of  husking  the  corn  from  the  Dry-Land  plots  and  gather- 
ing the  corn  from  increase  fields. 

AKRON : 

The  past  week  has  "been  favorable  for  outdoor  work  and  much  progress 
was  made  towards  completing  the  fencing.    The  rotation  corn  plats  were 
hauled  in  and  weighed.     There  was  no  grain  production  except  on  the  M.-C. 
Series  plats  and  on  Rotations  250  and  251.    The  yield  on  the  fallow  plat 
of  the  M.  C.  Series  was  13  "bushels  per  acre.    The  forage  sorghum  varieties 
were  threshed,  and  a-  portion  of  the  forage  plats  were  hauled  in  and  threshed. 
Sorgo  on  the  rotation  plats  yielded  about  600  pounds  per  acre.    Forage  corn 
yields  ran  about  the  same. 

Snow  fell  Friday  evening  which  has  the  ground  covered  today. 
Maximum  temperature  51,  minimum  24;  precipitation  .07  inch. 

HAYSi 

A  good  slow  rain  commenced  falling  during  the  night  of  the  6th  which 
turned  into  snor'  with  a  drop  in  temperature  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  and 
continued  until  about  noon  on  that  date.    There  was  a  total  precipitation 
measurement  of  1.12  inches,  including  as  nearly  as  could  be  determined  about 
six  inches  of  snow.    The  temperature  dropped  to  7  degrees,  the  lowest 
minimum  for  the  season  thus  far.    However,  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow 
before  it  froze. 

With  warm  weather  following  and  an  unfrozen  ground  below,  the  snow 
melted  rapidly.    The  unfortunate  thing  about  the  snow  was  that  there  was  only 
a  thin  layer  of  snow  over  the  fields,  most  of  it  having  drifted  into  the 
roods,  making  some  of  them  impassable  for  several  days. 

Four  days  after  the  storm  the  snow  was  practically  all  gone  except 
where  drifted.    The  fields  having  no  stubble,  weeds  or  rubbish  were  free 
of  snow  earlier,  but  fields  cover-  d  with  wheat  stubble  still  had  enough 
snow  on  to  hide  the  ground,  and  fields  where  the  corn  or  kafir  stalks 
remained  on  the  fit; Id  had  from  six  to  ten  inches  of  snow. 

The  rain  preceding  the  snow  was  sufficient  to  put  the  surface  soil 
in  fine  condition  and  should  carry  the  wheat  well  into  the  winter.  Where 
the  soil  had  been  too  dry  to  give  the  wheat  -  start,-  now  the  wheat  is  coming 
nicely,  and  fields  thrt  hod  sufficient  moisture  in  at  seeding  time  to  produce 
good  stands  in  due  time  now  look  very  good. 


-  4  - 


Hays,  continued; 

Since  the  rain  a  little  surface  cultivation  is  being  done  on  the 
project  to  prevent  soil  blowing  during  the  winter.    Some  of  the  roads 
across  the  project  which  are  not  used  during  the  winter,  and  which  sometimes 
start  "blowing  unless  roughly  cultivated  or  listed,  were  put  into  a  condition 
that  will  prevent  blowing  for  sometime,  by  tramping  with  horses  while  muddy 
just  after  the  rain.    A  bunch  of  horses  were  tied  together  so  they  could  be 
kept  off  the  plats  and  were  led  back  and  forth  over  the  roads. 

GARDEN  CITY: 

Fair  weather  has  prevailed  throughout  most  of  the  past  week.  The 
snow  of  last  week  melted  slowly  and  little  moisture  was  lost  by  run-off.  A 
light  snow  started  falling  early  this  morning,  but  lasted  only  a  short  time. 

The  moisture  received  during  the  p.-^st  ten  days  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  winter  wheat.    That  crop  had  used  most  of  the  available  moisture. 

Because  of  wet  fields  little  outdoor  work  was  accomplished.  Sorghum 
threshing  will  be  begun  just  as  soon  as  the  crop  is  dry  enough. 
Maximum  temperature  54,  minimum  10;  precipitation  .07  inch. 

DALHAHT: 

The  weather  the  past  week  has  been  favorable  for  field  work  with 
the  exception  of  one  day,  Saturday,  the  14th.    It  is  snowing  now,  having 
started  soon  after  8:00  a.m.     The  ground  is  white  at  this  time  but  not 
completely  covered.    A  hard  northeast  wind  accompanies  this  storm. 

The  field  work  this  week  consisted  of  heading  the  increase  maize. 
Heavy  winds  the  fore  part  of  the  week  caused  it  to  lodge  badly,  some  of 
it  lying  flat  r-t  this  time.     The  heading  has  been  rather  slow  on  this 
account.    There  will  be  several  days  heading  in  the  increase  before  it  is 
finished.     It  was  not  headed  earlier  on  account  of  its  lateness,  the 
delay  allowing  it  to  dry  out  thoroughly  before  stacking.    An  inspection  of 
the  bundle  fe  d  was  made  this  week  to  see  whether  it  would  do  to  thresh. 
It  was  found  that  the  bundles  contain  too  much  moisture  to  haul  in  and 
stack.    Threshing  will  be  started  as  soon  as  this  condition  has  improved, 

The  cotton  is  opening  up  in  fair  shape  so  that  another  picking 
can  be  made  as  soon  as  conditions  will  permit.    There  will  be  a  good 
percentage  of  bollies  after  the  open  cotton  is  picked..    The  winter  wheat 
^nd  rye  are  making  good  headway  -nd  s tooling  so  that  the  ground  is  nearly 
covered. 


Dalhart,  continued: 


The  rabbits  keep  the  rye  on  the  outside  of  the  plats  eaten  off. 
The  fences  were  placed  so  as  to  thoroughly  cover  each  plat,  leaving  the 
drilling  at  the  ends,  outside  the  plats,  for  rabbits.    This  will  partially 
prevent  digging  under.    As  soon  as  the  grnin  is  removed  from  the  fields, 
poison  grain  will  be  put  out  for  the  rabbits. 

Sometime  ago  it  was  reported  that  the  peanut  crop  was  good.  The 
prospects  are  not  so  favorable  now.    T«hen  harvested,  the  peanuts  showed  to 
have  a  heavy  yield.    The  nuts  weze  not  disturbed,  but  the  whole  plants 
were  cocked  in  the  field  for  curing.    After  making  an  examination  this  week, 
it  was  found  that  the  nuts  had  shriveled  up  to  nothing.    This  indicates  that 
the  kernel  had  not  developed  inside.    It  seems  that  the  planting  of  peanuts 
the  latter  part  of  llscy  was  not  early  enough,  although  the  weather  conditions 
immediately  following  planting  had  much  to  do  with  it.    There  will  be  some 
peanuts,  of  course,  but  not  what  was  expected. 

The  fall  plowing  and  listing  will  be  done  in  the  near  future.  It 
is  quite  likely  that  this  work  can  be  done  next  week.  The  late  fall  soil 
samples  will  be  taken  before  the  plowing  is  started.  Moisture  conditions 
are  favorable  at  this  time  for  plowing. 

TUCLIMCARI  i 

Pleasant  weather  the  past  week  permitted  hauling  and  threshing  of 
peanuts,  picking  of  cotton,  completion  of  heading  increase  sorghums,  and 
threshing  the  remainder  of  the  headed  sorghum  plats.    Rotation  milo  made 
a  better  yield  than  Was  anticipated,  the  20  north  field  plats  averaging 
23.6  bushels,  while  the  16  center  field  plats  averaged  16.8  bushels.  Very 
little  kafir  has  been  threshed,  but  this  should  make  an  average  yield  at 
least  as  high  as  the  milo.    Corn  made  about  an  average  yield,  cowpeas  were 
very  light,  while  canewill  make  an  average  yield  or  higher.    The  cotton 
acreage  in  this  locality  was  much  lo^er  than  the  two  previous  seasons,  due 
to  a  very  dry  spring,  and  most  fields  will  make  very  low  yields.  Two 
pickings  have  been  made  on  the  station  rotation  cotton  and  the  yield  will 
doubtless  be  from  l/4  to  l/3  bale  per  acre,  or  somevhat  above  the  long  time 
average . 

Precipitation  for  the  past  four  months  has  been  consistently  higher 
than  the  tuenty-year  average  for  this  period,  but  the  season  can  be  con- 
sidered only  about  normally  favorable,  for  to  the  close  of  June  there  was 
received  only  3.91  inches,  making  planting  late,  thus  resulting  in  a  l^rge 
amount  of  immature  feed. 
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Tucumcari,  continued: 

Forays  yields  trill  be  good,  as  a  rule,  "but  many  fields  of  grain 
sorghum  oyer  this  locality  produced  very  little  mature  grain.    In  other 
neighborhoods  rains  v.ere  received  early  enough  to  make  excellent  sorghum 
yields,  io  very  probably  the  grain  sorghum  yield  over  the  county  as  a  whole 
v;ill  be  about  normal.    V/ith  cattle  in  good  condition,  ranges  excellent  and 
in  most  cases  understocked,  an  abundance  of  roughage,  and  the  best  wheat 
prospects  in  several  years,  farm  and  ranch  prospects  are  the  most  favorable 
they  have  been  in  some  years. 

Completion  of  milo  heading  and  the  threshing  of  it  over  the  county 
Fill  be  delayed  somewhat  by  a  vet  snow  which  is  falling  at  this  writing, 
the  first  snow  of  the  season.    This  has  not  amounted  to  over  .20  inch 
precipitation,  but  the  wind  is  from  the  north  and  the  storm  may  continue 
throughout  the  day. 

Maximum  temperature  74,  minimum  25;  precipitation  .08  inch. 

Precipitation  for  the  year  to  date,  14.06  inches,  compared  with  a  20-year 

average  of  16*50  inches  for  this  period. 

BlG  SPRING: 


T.'eather  during  the  past  week  has  been  conducive  to  field  work;  it 
has  remained  warm  and  dry.    Work  has  consisted  mainly  of  heading  milo  in 
an  increase  field  and  in  picking  cotton.    The  early  freeze  of  last  month 
has  caused  practically  all  of  the  cotton  to  open  at  this  writing. 

The  calves  for  the  feeding  work  were  received  at  the  station  this 
week,  and  7/ere  started  on  feed  November  12.    Forty-five  head  of  high  grade 
herefords  were  obtained.    These  calves  were  divided  up  into  three  lots  of 
fifteen  head  each,  and  will  be  fed  the  following  rations: 

Lot  No.  1.  lot  No.  2.  Lot  Ho.  5. 


Ground  milo  herds  Ground  milo  heads  Ground  milo  heads 

Cotton  seed  coal  Cotton  seed  meal  Cotton  seed  rneal 

Sumac  silago  Cottonseed  hulls  Sumac  fodder 

Sudan  grass  hoy 

Maximum  temperature  82,  minimum  28;  precipitation  0. 

UeTTON : 

Several  days  of  intermittent  periods  of  cloudy,  foggy  weather  termi- 
nated in  a  rain  of  1.71  inches  en  the  6th  and  7th.    Fields  dried  slowly  in 
npite  of  considerable  sunshine  ^nd  with  the  exception  of  some  cotton  picking 
field  work  was  not  continued  until  the  14th. 
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Lawton,  continued: 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  get  foil  plowing  under  way  and 
get  the  sorghum  crops  in  shape  for  threshing. 

Date  of  seeding  tests  of  .heat  and  barley  were  completed  Hovember 

14th. 

Sudden  changes  in  temperatures,  heavy  frosts,  and  more  or  less 
rainfall  makes  it  impossible  to  conclude  the  farm  operations  of  the  ye^ 
with  any  satisfactory  degree  of  rapidity. 

Minimum  temperatures  have  varied  from  25  to  46,  while  the  maximum 
temperatures  ranged  from  50  to  73. 

WOODWARD : 

Following  the  rain  and  cold  weather  of  the  latter  part  of  last 
week    every  day  of  this  week  has  been  clear  and  warm  until  today,  Saturday, 
the  14th,  we  axe  receiving  a  cold,  steady  rain  with  some  evidence  of  snow, 
'.heat  and  other  winter  crops  have  been  growing  nicely  during  our  excellent 
warm  weather. 

Work  for  the  week  consisted  of  dragging  roads,  pruning  trees, 
repairing  fence,  stacking  bundle  feed,  and  threshing  grain  sorghums  grown 
on" both  the  Dry  l>nd  and  Cereal  plats.  _ 

Maximum  temperature  68,  minimum  24.    Average  hourly  wind  velocity, 

6.1  miles  per  hour. 


